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The following Gecree was published in the Sovict cone allroad Sulletin of 
10 Decerber 1°50: 


"TO: ALL Rerional Railroad Headquarters in the Cerman Denocratic 
Republics 


"The fulfillment of the Five-Year llan req:ires that a'l the con- 
struction projects envisared in the invest ect plan be carried out. 
whe critical shortare of rails may necessitate use of rails already 
laid and their installation at other places, where they would be of 
creater economic valuc. ror this reason the regional railroad head= 
quarters will exanine with the utmost care the qestion of which lines 
in their cistricts may be Cismantlec for the procurement of rail na- 
terial without cisturbing vital operations. ioth the smallest line 
sections and entire lines may be carmarked for dismantling. Regardless 
of decisions to be taken by us, regional railroad headquerters will 
nane all tracks, the capacity of which is presently being utilized 
onl; to a small derree. 


'This is an urreent request, and the result of the examinations made 
will have to be conmunicated to us by telepran by 15 December 1950. 


(signed) Nerrmann, " 2 
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oment. this railrosé decrec charactcrizes the acute shortace of 
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